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This Council put an end to the "great schism/' which for
more than a generation had been the scandal of Christen-
dom. Having met and appointed the Emperoi Sigismund to
preside, and having formally declared its authority over all
ecclesiastics, the Pope included, it deposed all the three rival
Popes; and this time they were unable to refuse obedience.
Pope John XXIII was in addition on account of his crimes
imprisoned for three years in the castle of Heidelberg. But
the Council then made the same mistake as that of Pisa, and
before proceeding to reform the abuses m the Church, elected
a fresh Pope, Martin V. He at once used all his power to
prevent any real reforms being passed, concluded separate
concordats with each national party, and teiminated the
Council as soon as possible. And so this Council, like the
former one, failed to achieve that reformation of the Church
which all good men throughout Europe desired.

One other thing this Council did which has brought upon
it and the Emperor Sigismund lasting infamy. This was the
burning of John Hus and Jerome of Prague for teaching the
opinions of Wickhffe in Bohemia, and notwithstanding that
they were at the Council under the Emperor's own written
safe-conduct. The disgiaceful and only too well-known argu-
ment was employed (here, perhaps, for the first time) that
faith need not be kept with those who were heretics. Sigis-
mund thus dishonoured his word because he feared that
otherwise the Council, to bring about which he had laboured
earnestly, would break up. They were burnt at Constance
(1416) with every circumstance of odious cruelty, and all
else achieved by this Council is for ever blackened by this
detestable deed. This action provoked such indignation in
Bohemia that it caused a furious war, in which priests were
burnt in pitch, whole towns destroyed, commerce ruined, the
death of King Wenceslaus caused, and the Emperor Sigis-
mund three times defeated, and finally driven out of the
country.

These years (1400-1418) are also those of the extensive